MICROBIOLOGY AUSTRALIA  Guidelines for authors, 2025

Microbiology Australia has a very large and broad readership.  It is released to science writers for further communication to public.  Articles should be written in a style that is attractive to this general audience while keeping your peer group informed of the latest developments and their impact.

The ideal article:

· offers new information to scientists within and outside your own field of expertise:

· should be interesting and easy to read;

· discusses significance primarily but doesn't lack evidence;

· should be concise and contain good graphics.

Articles 

For all articles include a brief abstract (no more than 200 words) with no references. 
'In Focus' articles

'In Focus' articles ‑ major, review-type articles on a theme chosen by the Editorial Board and which should attract interest and understanding from those in all disciplines of microbiology will be published in each issue of the journal, should be about 1500 words in length and include 2-3 graphics or colour pictures.  An increased length is acceptable when appropriate.
You can discuss your own work in the context of other important work undertaken in the same field. It is important to acknowledge other work, since it helps paint a broader picture of your subject.
Suggestions for cover photos are welcomed.

Preparation and format

All articles should be sent to the Editorial Team of Microbiology Australia, Ian, Rachel and Rebekah, as email attachments [ editorasm@gmail.com ].
Authors should follow the format outlined below when preparing articles.

· Title page and author contact: include your postal address, Tel, Fax and E-mail address.  Add first and surnames of all authors.  A headshot photo of authors is highly desirable.
· Article heading: this should be no longer than six words, and designed to catch the reader's eye.

· Keywords: provide 5-10 keywords.

· Abstract: Articles require a brief abstract of up to 200 words without references.
· References should be numbered as a superscript as they appear in the text, while those appearing in tables or figure legends are to be numbered according to the position at which that table or figure is cited in the text.

References will be arranged in correct format by the publisher.
Ideally please try to limit the number of references to about 30.

· Abbreviations and acronyms should be used sparingly and must be clearly identified the first time they are used.

· Figures should be numbered as they appear in the text.

· Conflicts of Interest statement.

Please add any COI or state “The authors declare no conflicts of interest”.

· Acknowledgements should be kept brief. State funding sources. If there are none say “This research did not receive any specific funding.”

· Biographies should contain a few lines on each author. e.g. Ian Macreadie is a Professor of RMIT University.  His research interests are in yeast molecular biology and its applications to address Alzheimer’s disease.  Bios will appear at the end of the article.
· Headshot photos of each contributor are highly desirable but not obligatory.

Graphics

Please try to keep within the word limit.  If you have a lot of information to present, consider the use of a summary table or graph.  Also, consider a hyperlink to a YouTube video or other on-line resources.

Please supply all pictures at 300 dpi, CMYK, actual size in .jpeg, .tiff or .eps format.  Graphs and figures can be supplied in Powerpoint.

Review process

Soon after submitting an article, you will receive notification of its receipt. Articles are reviewed by two reviewers: you are encouraged to suggest reviewers.  Reviewers check the article's suitability for the journal and how the content has been communicated.  If any part of the text seems problematic and needs rewriting, this will be discussed with the author. For the reviewing process we allow about 4 weeks.

Pdfs of the entire the issue will be sent to corresponding authors about 2 weeks before release of the issue.  If you are planning to be away at this time, please include details of an alternate contact.  Any corrections required should be promptly reported.  A pdf with corrections will be supplied before publication.

Why timing is very important!
Thematic articles are coordinated to appear in a particular issue.  Therefore, please adhere to schedules to avoid delays in publication.  Early on-line electronic issues appear in mid-February, mid-April, mid-August and mid-October with the print edition being mailed in the first week of the following month.  

